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A Wi llfo rd, l 895; FA Burdtck, 1895-1896, Lachlan M.iclean, 1896_ 

1897; Samuel I Watson, 1897-1899, J.B Di bble, 1899-1900. 

The first mamage performed by a Methodist mm,ster, the Rev M 

Hooker. \.va.5 that of John H. Simmons and Jane Tyler on December 7' 

1884 The first marriage recorded m the church records was that of 
BenJamin F. Doughty and Fr.rnces Dickason on December 6, 1890 The 

first marnage to be recorded as haV1ng take n place m the church was 

that of Constance Mc Kercher and George Schutjer on June 19, 1923. 

Early bapusms were recorded as infant and adult On July 23, 1893. 

5.A. French baptized eleven people m the "Creek near Whiteu Four 

people were bapti zed J t Oak Lake in 1920. 

The firs t p .1 rson,1ge ""-as built m 1891 and the first occupants were 

Rev HM Spr-inger and fa mily. 

M.L. Paler and Henry and John Hendncks purchased the first church 

organ, probably m the early 1890's for $78.00. In 1950, an organ was 

purchased with Memorial Fund begun by Mr. and Mrs. John Shultz in 

Memory of their sons, Matthew and Floyd, casualties of war, and with 

more gifts from others 

In 19 73, Donald Schultz presented the church with chimes for the 

organ. which added much to our worship. The organ has served us 

well for fi fty-nine yeJrs, a nd has recently been repaired. An ·organ 

r 1111 d- has been esta blished, and over the years many have given to 

this fund as Gifts and Memorials. 

Hev. L MacLcans· da ugh ter. Mrs. A. H. Gazcley, and his granddaugh

te r, Mrs. Norm (Kathryn) Schouwetler, both served as pianist and or

ganist for many years. O\·er the years, many with musical talent have 

been orgcm1sts a nd pianis ts, rncluding wives of ministers, namely, Mrs. 

Ca i ol Heckman and Mrs. Mildred Hessel. In 1960, Darlene Simmons 

Schulz began as organist. Among those who have assisted her over 

the years a re Mabel Jones, Helen Harjes, Cheryl Simmons Beste. Linda 

Si mmons Patrick. D1x1c Haber Mille r. Janice Simmons, Nancy Simmons 

Sm ith, I< tyc P;i tnck, Gcr.:ild111c Schmidt, KJthy Tyler and more recent

ly, Wrlm,1 Ohlsen a nd J.111et Basmajian. 
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Darlene Schulz, Organist 

At the organ is our good and fai thful o rgdn1s t. Her love o t music 1-; 

expressed every Sunday. She graciously arr~mges tor singing group-. 

to sing, and spends many hours in practice . This 1s o ur oppo rtunitv to 

express to her and her assistants our thanks ,md appreciJt10n. 

Following the aforementioned ministers were Amos Emmett. I goo-
01; C.D. Maclean, 1901 -02; T. Sanderson, 1902-05. Paul GJrdner. 1905-

09; W.E. Hartung, 1909-12; H.C. Ozanne, 1912- 14, M.E. N1 c.h<' r~un , 

1914-16, and F.J. Hoffman, 1916-17. 

In 1916, a German Methodist Church, built in 1886, l whic h , ._ no,._ 

the First Baptist Church) united with the Methodis t Chu rch unda t tw 

leadership of Rev. F.J. Hoffman. 

Serving the parish following Rev. HolTm.in w e n ~ C U Di:nni , on, 

1917-19; C.C. Hanson, 1919-1922; J.B. Dibble, 1922- 19l4- . II "I 0 1 .. llr 

1924-1926; K.P. Kilbourn, 1926-1928, J.S. Palmer. 1928 - 1930 .rnJ 

Roy E. Graves, 1930-1935. During this time, Elkton .rntl Auror.\ \H'r'l' 

added, making this a three-point charge During the mrntstrv u t Rt•\ 

GA Doolittle, 1935-1939, ma1or improvements wen• m.icJ~ .• md in 

November of J 937, a rededication ot the r hurc-h ,..,..1s ht>ld 

Rev. 1-1 .H. Arms was the minister f1 om 193q until pno, ht'~• ltl,, .1u~·d 

him to retire in l 94 7. Rev Frank Traver , e rved th<" rhurd1 tnm1 1 Q 1 .. . 

1954, dunng which llmt> more ma1or, t.•mod e hn~ ,-..,~ dorw t o hoth th<' 
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c.hurch Lrnd the parsonage. A reded1cat1on service was held SeptP-r,l..,.r 
c: 1948. Rev Traver constructed the alta r that 1s stil l used toda\ · 
. ) , . 

In 1948. fol lO\\ 1ng the urnon of Methodism, the church was re
named the hrst Methodist Church. The church became a Corporat,on 

111 May of 1960. With the merging of the Methodist Church anrl the 
[\'Jngcl, cc1I United Breth ren Church in 1968, 1t became known as the 
Un ited Methodist Church. The Corporation was amended 1n 1978 to 

<,how the name change 

1:.lkton J nd AurorJ were declared a new charge 1n 1949, and White 
was 0gai11 a "station charge" unti l 195 1, when the Sterling church be

cJnH' a part of this Charge 

In the early 1 CJSO's, membership totaled 237, and Sunday School 

h,1d Jn enrollment of 147. 

Hev. CC'l ii Miller Sl·rvcd 195•1-- 55; Clair Mitchell, 1955-57; and Harry 
Ernc;l , 1957-62 

The rrc",r111· p,1rsonagc was purchased m 1960 fo r one dollar and 
othe, c011<,1dl'r,11ions from Bessie Helen Sander and Ethel I. Mi Ifs to be 

u'.>ed J ', the plJce of rcs1c.knce fo r mm1sters of the Methodist Church 
who arr Jpr,c, 111ted to serve, subject to the Discipline if the General 

C nnkrc 11 rc Jnd Anm1JI r c,nference. Afte r considerable renovation 
.111d redet or,1 t111g. Rev and Mrs. Ernst fi rst occu pied the parsonage. In 

I c175, <; J1111glt"i c1nd CJ t pet \.Vere 1nst,1lled In 1992, the parsonage was 
pJ11!lcd .. 111d IH' W noor CO\ en ngs were ins talled. It was reshingled in 

\1' fl!1 ml•rr of J 9q 1 111 ~007, permanent siding was installed, a large 
.1m1, ,mt being p,11 d by .in ,rnonymous donor. New wind ows were in

:,~.1llc•d .o n 1h1' r-.onri pot ch, donated and insta lled by Mike and Joyce 
\Ir ;,~rn,rn. l lph·t'P rJ f th r pJ r<;onage is a continuous effort, and up
.I Hr , .1n 111.1dr ,,, 11t '• h' j 

R( \ \ ,1} n•' P,1gt r ·,c•-vc·d l 962-63; Robert Heckman, 1963-65; Don 

',n11 h 1911· 1 f') Fd·\111 lie '..Sri, 1909-72; J.:imes Torbert as a supply 
1• .. '.i, ir , 11 l,111 ,1n· w junr 1 Q]i Don Lagge, 1973-77; Tom Martin, 

I , ; 1ill. Hi 1>1•1 ' 11,il,r. 19li0-C -l and Pr nny Ri tter, 1983-1 988. 
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This agam became J tlirC'i' r ' ~ l 1 1, \\ • If' Pev I,.:!~<' •. 1· t>r 

when Aurora was added to tlH' '·"' ,tc 'it rlmg Lhaau \'/, 11" R,.\ 

Lagge was here. he preached 1 worship sen. ce tro ~n the ,oof ol th~ 

church. He also dressed as a nrrnIt ride,. .rnd I o<lt' ,1 h'lrc_e fr ,m ~Vb·" 

to Aurora and to Sterling 

The congregation observed the 80'' Annrvers-H-y m l Clo,-, ,ts l/0 :n 

1975, and its Centenmal 111 1984 

In the 1970's, our church was hetr to tlw Frank ]LmlC'" c1nd Flo r, n::e 

W. Lucas estate 

In 1979, while Tom Martm was our Pastor. ,1 building l omm1ttu' 
was established to study the feas1h1ltty of remodeltng or build111g , 
new structure. The congregation had outgrown the old chun h hu1h1 

ing, and it was in need of much repair. On November 2 l , 1980, bv vott• 

of the congregation, build mg a new structure was Jpprovl'd 

On September 19, 1982, groundbreakmg ceremomes Wt'n' held ,lt 

a new location, 404 East Main, with construct1on beg111m nt,1 short ly 
thereafter. Materials were purchased from Masden Lumber in Wh1tr 
Wright and Rue were the carpenters and various contrJctnr<, wrrt• 
hired for the various phases of construction. Many member'> t..lonJted 
their time fin ishing woodwork, painting, installing pew«-.• md do,n~ 
whatever they could to help. 

Three fund drives were conducted and with ,1 generous ~r.mt rn ,m 

the McKnight Foundation, the church was compl~ted am1 dcdic,\h.'d 
June 5, 1983, paid in fu ll at a total of St6;600iJO /(•{,, c. c. ... 

The move to the new church was made m Apnl ol l ()8J D1•-tr1l t 

Superintendent Ken Voas was principal speakrr at the r onwu .ItH)n• 

Dedication service held June 7, 1983. An open houst.• ,., ., ._ ht•ld June.! 1 
to view our new place of worship. 

The first fun eral held in our new chu rch WJ S th.it ot M,lf'. 11\ S11nnwn, 
The first weddtng was that of Paul Schmidt and j,ltl t' Thom.1., 

The old bu ilding, with ,ts many memonc, \h\'- ~olJ t <' the.' Church 0 1 

Christ , and later to the White 111-;tonc.,1 Soc,et\ le 1s no,, ., mu, t'um 

and the bell remarns 1n the belfry due to the e,pt·n~t• or mo~m~ ,t 
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For a period of time beginning in 1985, worship services were r _ 
corded and taken to shut-ins. This ministry has continued to be e 
essential part of ministering to those in need throughout the years. an 

In 1984, we entered a float in the White City Centennial Parad e. 
We've entered floats in Pioneer Day parades since then, winnin 
awards such as "Most Patriotic," "Best Music," "Best Costume." In 2ool 

the float went to Astoria and Hendricks to be in parades there. Plan~ 
are to have a float in 2009 in the parade for the 125th Anniversary of 
White. 

In 1981, to raise funds for the new church building, harvest din
ners were served and bazaars were held at McKnight Hall. For two 
years, funds raised at bazaars went to the UMW. In 1984 and 1985 

this ceased. In 1986, in need of funds for the General Fund, the "Whit~ 

Christmas Faire" was held for the first time, and has been held every 
year since. The dedicated members who give generously of their time 

and talents and our loyal customers have made this event successful 
for twenty-five years. 

After Rev. Spahr left in 1983, our first female minister came to 

us. Penny Jane Ritter stayed until 1988, and was followed by Terry! 

Huyck, 1988-92; Jo Watkins, 1992-98; Dave Westlake, 1998-2001; 
Bonnie Peterson, a student at Seminary in Sioux Falls, 2001-07. The 

husband of Jo Watkins, Carl, was the Minister at Campus Ministries at 

the University in Brookings. The wife of Dave Westlake, Carolyn, was 
Pastor fo r the Methodist church in Hendricks, Minnesota. 

At the time of our Centennial in 1984, our membership was 190. We 

had au active Sunday School, and d fully organized United Methodist 

Women's group. We had an active youth group, and two Circles. We 

llad a choir nine months of the year. A Brotherhood started in 1953 

was active The men farmed at three different locations East and West 

of Whi te untII the J 970's, with proceeds helping the church needs. 

The men also served a Mother-Daughter Banquet. 

?astors who have been ordained while serving here are Frank Traver, 

Clair Mitchell, Cecil Miller; Don Lagge, and Roger Spahr. Those who 

hcJve gone from this church to enter the ministry were Harris Halstead, 

Di nnis Tyler, Robert Simmons, Wallace Kurtz and Paul Orcutt. 
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In 1987, th ree young people, Boyd Schulz, Kevin I laber and Tammy 

Tyler, chaperoned by Pastor Penny Ritter, made a trip to Washington 
D.C. and New York City. Each of the youth was given one hundred dol
lars out of the General Fund, and the same from the UMW. 

The members of Circles went once a month to the White Care Center 
for devotions and served lunch, bu t that was discontinued after t\-ven
ty years. 

In the early 1990's, confirmation students joined the students at 
the Methodist church in Brookings for instruction. Also in the early 
1990's, we served turkey dinners in the spring to raise fu nds. The 
men served soup suppers. 

In 1993, the Worship Committee sponsored the fi rst "Hymn Sing 
and Create-a-Sundae." This has continued every year since. Everyone 

is welcome to join us in singing the old time hymns. Ice cream and 
toppings are served. At this event, the organists and pianists are rec
ognized for their dedication and talent by presenting them with a bou
quet. Another tradition began that year, as well. 

For All Saints Sunday, members were asked, if they wished to do so, 
to bring a flower in memory of a loved on to make the Altar Bouquet. 

The name of the loved one is listed and remembered in prayer. This 
is the Sunday that gifts and memorials given during the present year 
are dedicated. 

Vt oltu 
In 1993, ~ Robbins took the Lay Speaker basic course and 

was the local church Lay Speaker. After taking the advanced course 

she was Certified Lay Speaker 1996-1999. Since 2000, she is the Jo~ 

cal church Lay Speaker. In 2004, Robert Oda moved to the area from 

Minnesota and i~ ~~rtified Lay Speaker. Before these Lay Speakers, 
Lay Leaders or v1s1tmg Pastors did worship services in the absence of 
the Pastor. 

Through the years, several members have made banners fo r the 

sanctuary and fellowship hall, some seasonal for the Christian yea1~ 
and some covering other topics. 

7 
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The Membership Committee p_r~s~nts a gift to all baptized infa nts, 

fi ds and new members 1010mg the church. They also honor con 1rman 
nraduates on Graduation Sunday. 
0 

In 1994, Michael O'Keefe, Ex Vic~ Preside~t . of the McKnight 
Foundation, vis ited and was pleased with our but Id mg and the practi 
cal use of the grant we received from the Foundation. 

The United Methodis t Women held the firs t Pie Social, la te r chang
ing the n.1me to Bar-8-Que ;rnd Pie Social, which continues today, as 
their mission project. 

In 1994, North Dakota and South Dakota me rged into what is now 
ca lled the Dakota's Conference. Beginning in 1993, people were nom
inated to be recognized by the Annual Confere nce. Those honored 
thus fa r are: Alvin Schultz, 1993; Vi ola Robbins, 1994; Donald Schultz, 
1995; Darlene Schulz, 1996; Merlin Haber, 1997; Lois Simmons, 1998; 
Florence Kurtz, 1999; Tyson Norman, 2000; Christine Woodard, 
2001. 

In 1995, JoAnne Robins Murphy from the Aurora church, Donald 
Schultz, Audrey Lee, Merlin and Margare t Haber and Viola Robbins 
of the White chu rch made a banner for the Inauguration of President 
Ewing at the Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, held April 20, 
1995. Donald Schul tz took the bann er and represented us at this event. 
President Ewing was fo rmerly a t the State University in Brookings. 

In 1995, 1996 and 1997, we did a "Hanging of the Greens" the first 
Sunday of Advent, fo llowed wi th a brun ch or s upper. This was dropped 
due to lack of attendance. 

In 1996 and 1999, during Lent, the portrayal of the "Last Supper" 
wa-:; done, with the men from Aurora, Ste rling and White doing the 
d1ann 

i;1 1996 in ob~ervanre of Her itage Sunday, the Worship Committee 
l,egc1:1 h •norin~ 4S year or longer members. The first few years, we 
h:iJ l:,pg Lirrie 1~enibers take part in wors hip by reminiscing about the 
d !1' ti ';, •'· ·~11.? in Sl;nday School. Whe n there was n't much more to 
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be said on that subject, we honored them with a co rsage a nd names 
listed in the bulletin. This was la te r ta ke n over by the Membership 
and Evangelism Committee, and continues today. 

In 1998, pictures were take n for the Church DirectoryofWh_i te. Plans 
are to do this in the fall of 2009, along wi th Aurora and Sterlmg. 

In 1998, the Parking Lot Fund was established in Memory of Russell 
Simmons, and ma ny have given Memor ials a nd gifts. This cont inues 
today, so we can blacktop or pave the parking lot. 

In 1999, we observed the International Year for Older Persons with 
a special worship resolution signed, framed and hung. Also in 1999, 
to observe the ending of the 20th centu ry, on the last Sunday of each 
month, the Worship Committe e had "Centennial Echoes" at the begin
ning of worship. Members of the congregation read events that hap· 
pened each decade in the wor ld a nd na tion, our s ta te, our town, and 
our church. The young people had one Sunday to give their vis ions 
and hopes for the future. 

During Pastor Westlake's ministry, he prepared d inner fo r the con
gregation as a reward fo r 75 people be ing in w orship for a month of 
Sundays. Confirmation was again held in White for the three churches. 
We received generous gifts from the Florence Kurtz Estate. Copyright 
license was obtained fo r all three churches. 

During the late 1990's, we sponsored radio ads for local ballgames. 
In 2000, we joined St. Paul Catholic Church and Pioneer Luthe ran for 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving service held a t McKnight Hall. A rock band 
played in church, with sixty young people in attenda nce. A harass
ment policy was made as requested by Conference, coverin g teachers, 
students and other personnel. A copy w as sent to Aurora and Sterling 
churches. 

Members began serving Harvest Dinner a t the United Method ist 
Church in Brookings. This continues today, with the furnishing of 
food. 

In 2002, we held a special worship service in rem em brance o f 
September 11, 2001. 

9 
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Mission Committee prepares kits for lngathering, held each year in 
Mitchell. One Sunday is designated as Blanket Sunday. Sunday School, 
UMW, or anyone wishing to fills Christmas shoeboxes. The boxes got 
to children on Indian Reservations. 

In 2003, a coordinator for social events (except funerals) was ap
pointed. This appointment was given to Marlys Haber. 

Sunday School sells lunches at auction sales for funds for Camp 
Scholarships. In 2006, they began serving turkey dinners on Mother's 
Day to raise funds. In 2005, the Sunday School received a large amount 
of surplus Sunday School materials from the Methodist Church in 
Brookings. 

In the year 2003, Darlene Schulz was instrumental in beginning the 
Christmas Tea, held the first Saturday in December, and with helpers, 
continu es each year. A different theme is used each year to make each 
Christmas Tea original. 

In 2005, Parish potluck suppers began once a month, along with 
choir practice. The choir sang the next Sunday in the church where 
the potluck was held, rotating monthly. We also began collecting Hy
Vee receipts in 2005. For each $150,000 or receipts collected, we re
ceive $1000. We a re currently in our third collection. 

Our mission statement is "Working for the Kingdom of God." Vision 
is "We will serve God's people in the whole community." 

Redistricting was done in 2005 by the conference, and affected us 
by changing the name of our district from Southeast to Glacial Lakes 
District. 

fn 2006, Bob and Collette Oda, with the help of others, began prepar
ing and serving International Dinners. The proceeds are used to help 
pay for those who go to Spirit Lake in North Dakota to renovate a cam~
site purchased by the conference. Some of the funds used for ~he tnp 
Jre from the UMW Bar-8-Que and Pie Social. Those who went m 2006 
were Bob and Collette Oda, Pastor Bonnie Peterson of White, and Gloria 
Pike of Aurora Bob and Collette made a second trip in 2007. 
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Harold and Marlys Haber refinished the communion set in 2006 

Pastor Matt Richards came to White in July 2007 from Garrett
Evangelical Theological Seminary in Evanston, Illinois. Where he also 
served as the Student Associate Pastor at St. Thomas UMC in Glen Ellyn, 
Illinois. In addition to the three churches, Pastor Matt also serves the 
United Faith Campus Ministries at South Dakota State University 111 

Brookings. This is a Ministry fully funded by the Dakotas Conference 
of the United Methodist Church, with First United Methodist Church of 
Brookings supplying some programming funds. 

Pastor Matt Richards 

Pastor Matt plays the guitar and has a beautiful singing voice. He 
often favors us with a song during worship that he has written, or 
from a selection of other songs. 

Sidewalk Sunday School came to White from North Dakota in 2007 
and again in 2008. 

Pastor Matt began fun nights either showing a movie or playing 
board games. One of the other changes made in 2007 were that the 
Church Newsletter for the Parish was discontinued, however, Pastor 
Matt would like for the churches to pick up the ball again. Bob Oda led 
a Discipleship study. The remaining Circle, which met in the aftern oon, 
disbanded due to poor attendance, and lack of interest . Pastor Matt, 
the Lay Leader, a Pianist, and others go to the White Care Center the 
first Wednesday of the month for devotions and music. 

11 
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To observe Veteran's Day, we honored veterans of the congregation 

ltving and those who gave the supreme sacrifice while serving 
our country. A decorated cake was served in their honor at coffee 

fellowship. The names were listed in the bulletin, and a lapel ribbon 

with the time they served was given to them to wear. We did this again 
in 2008. Members from our congregation who gave the supreme 

sacrifice while in the service of our country are Harold Dale Higgins, 

World War I; Wayne Kinsey, Matthew Schultz, Floyd Walker and Cecil 
Welch, World War II, Floyd Schultz, Korean War, and Paul Clark, Peace 

Time. 

Members of the congregation were invited to join the Worship 

Committee to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. This was followed 
by a light lunch, and was repeated in 2008. A Christmas Eve Candle 
Light service for the parish was held in White with a good attendance 

of 70 people. 

Members of the church help Pastor Matt serve communion. The 
Sunday School led the worship service on Camp Sunday. 

One of our young people, Austin Schmidt, joined a group going to 

Mexico on a Mission trip to help fami lies there. One hundred dollars 
was given to him from the General Fund. 

Pastor Matt and Bob Oda made a Mission Trip to the Tree of Life, 

Rosebud Reservation. Members from St. Thomas UMC in Glen Ellyn, IL 

Joined these two missionaries in service to a forgotten people. 

On Apnl 13, 2008, Rededication Service was held observing 25 

years of worship 111 our new ch urch. Since then, Pastor Matt was 

commissioned as a Provisional Elder at the Annual Conference held 
in Fargo, ND. 

Air co11d1 11oners were installed in the church, and were purchased 

,\ 1th Memorial Funds. 

The young people attended the "Life Light" concert in Sioux Falls. 

.\ 11 cw outside kitchen door with an oval window was given as a gift 
from Robe, t anrl Wdma Ohlsen. 
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Missions served 170 at the Hrirvcst Table 111 Brookrngc; 111 

September. 

The PPR committee purchased a Sharp copier. 

In honor of the 5ot1, wedding anniversary of Harold and Marlys 

Haber, their family presented the church with a "Lord's Blessings" 

banner. 

The amount of kits taken to the lngatheri ng totaled $1596.00. 

Thirty-one Christmas shoeboxes were also filled and taken to the 

Jngathering. 

A Parish wide Thanksgiving Eve service was held in White. Each church 

held their own Christmas Eve service. We ended up having to cancel wor
ship on two Sundays in December due to inclement weather. 

Pastor Matt appointed the Membership and Evangel ism Committee, 

as well as the History and Records Committee to plan this 125" 

Anniversary Observance, held on June 28, 2009. 

Tentative plans for 2009 are to paint the fellowship hall sometime 
in the spring or summer. Some of the other things that we have al

ready done this year are the International Dinner that was held on 
March 15, 2009. Pastor Matt led a Bible study during Lent. 

We rotate the Ash Wednesday, Holy Thursday and Good Friday 
services with Sterling and Aurora. Ash Wednesday service was held 

at Sterling. Holy Thursday service was held at White with commu

nion and the washing of hands. The Good Friday service was held in 

Aurora. For the first time, we held a prayer vigil on Holy Saturday at 
White. Everyone is welcome to this event in the future. 

Pastor Matt attended a Youth Ministry meeting in North Dakota. He 

also went to Washington D.C. for the Sojourners Conference. 

Heritage Su nday was observed, and those that have been members 
for fo rty-five years or more were honored . 
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\Ve are planning on ministry at Spirit Lake, North Dakota.. We are 
also planning to have a float in the Pioneer Day Parade, observing th<: 

125 Anniversary of V/hite. 

At this, our 12s~ Anniversary, June 28, 2009, we have 99 members 

Our oldest member by age 1s Viola Hartley. Our youngest who attend 
worship w1th thetr parents are Tyrus Schulz at ten months, and Dailynn 

Kay Schomp at three months. We have fi ve members who have been 
members for over sixty years. They are Merlin Haber, Harold Haber, 

Margaret Haber, Hazel Bentaas and Alvin Schultz. 

There are twelve Sunday School students and the following tradi
t,ons are carried on: presentation of a Bible to third grade students, 
procession of palms on Palm Sunday, Lenten Fair, Camp Sunday, serve 
drnner on Mother's Day for Camp Scholarships, do a Christmas pro
gram, Vacation Bible School and some of them attend camp. 

We have an active UMW. The members do fellowship coffee each 
Sunday. When requested to do so, they, along with all ladies of the 
congregation, serve lunch or dinner for funerals, birthdays and recep

t,ons. The ladies host World Day of Prayer and May Friendship on ro
tation with other churches in the a rea. Other projects of the members 
are raising funds for Miss10ns and doing the worship service on UMW 

Sunday. The UMM has not been active s ince the early l 990's. We do 
no t presently have an active UMYF due to a lack of youth in that age 

group. 

We observe all s ix Special Sundays approved by the General 
Conference with Special Offering. We a lso observe Laity Sunday, with 

the Lay Leader doing worship and the congregation participating. 

We do not have a chotr to sing every Sunday, but groups do music on 

Sr en al Sundays of the Christian year. 

We continue to rotate t1me of worship with Sterling and Aurora 
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F I r s ~ r, 11 i 1 f IJ ti_:__' I' , 

Viola Robl.J1tl'> <Jf 1 J,,. ,k:t,J '/ di ,j ,~ -u,ra• ' ', 
book. Information ·11ac, t,,,►.,-n frr,111 [Jff ~ (.) -~ I I I 

cords. Mar; Norman did It 1t.1 r , ,; fr,,. P•.f- "1'14 ,;f tJ 
Schulz did p1ctur~ Lv,s <;1,n fJ <;/)':,~I) tr~ / , .. , .,, 

The committee w1sh1!S I Q th.dnx .d t, 'N 1, ,, ,,.,,, / , ,,,. 

gram and helped in any ·11<11 1,J nur1: t/,J~ ,.}; ,Yru1 r, " '/ft 

,ngful expen enre 

Pastoral Remarks· 

As I have read through this b<".i<JH t l dJ,<i h,u,, rJt•·JJ ' ":j>1 .....,:,,.c,:; ,, tj 

that the church has d<me thrvu~1 ,r~ rn;;1,J t'•i2f<:-, 1, -✓,rft f.dt, ,, . fl !Hr 

about aJI the hours of serti<:.e and '::.af"nfv ,-. • I .,,t 1,,. U'<" f:,N.1.s 1 ..,,. 

put in. From the earl, p1<m<·<·r <Li/', ,,, ,J.,. -1 f1; '", •. ,..~ •,:. tt "r✓I) 
the war years and rntn the ~,ls, <;<J'<:. and w,w t i ,. • •• 11 f .!t-· n ,. d .,. 
United Methodis ts ,n Whitk h.d·11• r,:ma.,.<-d • r f.s g 41/i ~"l....iw,z• 

their mission of mabng discipl<:-s d J<·sus <.Jim.1 

Despite times of deep heartacht: and fTIRm',"'Jt 11.,,,-1 • i ,.,.1 w.n 1,, 

you have continued on and now lcvk at wtv,r<:- ;r, J 4.r,, '.r/J ~ ~~~ 
plans for you ,n '1/hite. Your won, ller<: ,~ n<A <!<,'lt- ' ,,,,. :.•, • ' ,••-~ ~ 

excited to serve you as Pastor as wt, t<.>getil.1:rw,1h 1, .- •.1-!;; •,1 (,~ . , ~ 

out what our mission ,n White 1s and w, J b-<~ 1n rJ ,~ ,_;,r, r~ 'fbJf';, 

The Quasquisc.entennial C<:lebratw11, l 2~ 1<;;:.r-:. ,11 m •. ?' 1 /, ~ .,. 

accompl1shment. Let us count our bles~rng~.an.1 t,,.; ,- t,, h-:.:.,, ,,A,> %,'/./.l 

and the bad, together as the-se <:-<tents ha'I~ sh,,P'.,; .. ~ .:.r ,j p- ,.,,,JI! .. ~ ~ 

with experience and wisdom ,n mmistrf' 

We have much to do in White on the frontJ1n(~ ,,f crur 'S"r/ /.'.., :.d ,._ 

a fine facility, which has open doors to thOSI: rn need w~ h.,,., .. « .. "''"" r♦ 

generation of young people who .are k,ol-.n~ for .,nsY,""f~, ~ I' ~ 

solutions. Let us greet these challenges ·111t11 <;pen 1..P.'~!i, ", ~ ,. 6 
a nd open doors! 

)'.; 
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White United Methodist Church 
2009 

Church Council 

Chair 

Vice Chair 

PPR Rep 

Finance Chair 

Fina nce Secretary 

Treasurer 

Tr ustees Chair 

Lay Membe r to Annual Conference 

Lay Leader 

Re cord ing Secre tary 

Membership a nd Evangelism Chair 

Me mbe rship Secretary 

Miss ions and Socia l Concerns 

Ch r is t ian Ed . 

Worship Cha ir 

Church Historia n 

Youth Re ps . 

UMW Pr esident 

Members at La r ge 
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Alvin Schmidt 

Bob Oda 

Brian Schmidt 

Lois Simmons 

Lois Simmons 

Bob Ohlsen 

Jeff Schulz 

Gloria Pike 

Geraldine Schmidt 

Collette Oda 

Bob Schulz 

Audrey Lee 

Laurie Wilts 

Teresa Pomrenke 
Cindy Schmidt 

Viola Robbins 

Wanda Tyler 

Aust in Schmidt 
Bryce Pomrenke 

Marlys Haber 

All Confirmed Members 
And Active Cons tituents 

FIR S T U NIT ED 
M ETHODI S T C II UHC. 11 IL~TH ,,,., 

Committees: 

Lay Leadership: Alvin Schultz, Merli n Habe r, Collette Oda. 
Mary Norman, Gary Wilts, Lay Leader 

Pastor/ Parish Relations: Bob Oda, Bria n Schmidt, 
Jackie Schultz, Bruce Norman 

Finance: Cheri Selleck, Wilma Ohlsen, Tom Wilmott, Alvi_n Sch m idt . 
Jeff Schulz, Gerri Schmidt, Lois Simmons, Bob Ohlsen , Bna n Sch midt 

Audit: Jennie Vaselaar, Darlene Schulz, Marlys Haber 

Trustees: Jeff Schulz, Ha rold Haber, Jackie Schultz, 
Charles Sellack, Gary Wilts, Chad Schulz 

Membership and Evangelism: Harold Haber, Lois Simmons , 
Laura Wilts, Ge rri Schmidt, Bob Schulz, Barb Schu lz 

Missions and Social Concerns: Laura Wilts, Eldon Clarke, 
Judy Smith, Mary Norman, Bob Oda, Alvin Schmidt, Bruce Norman 

Education: Paula Stotz, Cheri Selleck, Wilma Ohlsen , Brian Schm idt 

Worship: Viola Robb ins, Collette Oda, ja net Basm a jian , 
Peggy Knutson, Merlin Haber, Audr ey Lee 

History and Records: Genevieve Simmons, Viola Ro bbins. 
Wanda Tyler, Bob Schulz 

Memorial: Christine Woodard, Hazel Bentaas, 
Margaret Haber, Myrtle McKinney 

Rep. Campus Ministry: Marlys Haber 

Organist: Darlene Schulz 

Pianists: Ja net Basmajian, Wilma Ohlsen 

Pastor: Matt Rich ards 

Ministers: All the People 
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